Appendix E: Unit Language Objectives
BEGINNING LANGUAGE LEVEL
UNITS 1 AND 2
LISTENING
1.
Follow commands, instructions, classroom routines, clear onestep directions, and requests from teachers or peers; respond to
announcements over the intercom or by teachers. Examples:
“Meet me at my locker after 9th period.” “Close your book.”
“What is the last word on page 45 of the dictionary?”
2.
Respond nonverbally (e.g., through movement, placement,
juxtaposition, gestures, silent periods, facial expressions, and
other nonverbal cues) or in one- or two-word phrases to
greetings, requests, or simple questions in 1:1 and group
situations (e.g., yes/no, open-ended, personal information,
either/or).
3.
Recognize patterns of sound in oral language (e.g., rhyming
and alliteration).
4.
Listen attentively to stories and information.
5.
Demonstrate comprehension of stories, information, and
academic content by responding nonverbally, e.g., listening,
pointing, moving, matching, drawing, and gesturing.
6.
Demonstrate comprehension of oral presentations and
instructions through nonverbal responses, e.g., gestures,
pointing, drawing.
7.
Understand key words, phrases, and simple sentences.
8.
Identify positive and negative behaviors from illustrations (such
as in school, on the playground, in gym class, or on the bus).
9.
Role play or identify examples of etiquette and manners
associated with activities based on illustrations and oral
descriptions (such as sports rules or taking turns).
10. Match oral commands/directions with learning strategies
represented visually (such as fill in bubbles on answer sheets
and use of multiple-choice format).

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

Identify/match needed resources to complete assignments
based on pictures and oral statements (such as pencils, rulers,
or computers).
Listen and use information gained for a variety of purposes,
such as determining the main ideas/details, gaining information
from interviews, following directions, pursuing a personal
interest, or determining stereotypes, bias, and persuasion
techniques in nonprint messages (e.g., commercial
advertisement).
Select and use appropriate listening strategies according to the
intended purpose such as solving problems, interpreting and
evaluating the techniques and intent of a presentation, taking
action in career-related situations, and
discerning/acknowledging the feelings and messages sent in a
conversation.
Select and listen to readings of fiction, drama, nonfiction, and
informational presentations according to personal preferences.
Use responsive listening skills, including paraphrasing,
summarizing, and asking questions for elaboration and
clarification.

SPEAKING
1.
Use gestures, single words, and simple phrases or sentences,
using some English phonemes and rudimentary English
grammatical forms (e.g., single words or phrases) and simple
vocabulary (single words or short phrases) during basic
conversations and to communicate needs in social and
academic settings (e.g., locations, greetings, classroom objects).
2.
Use and respond to common social greetings and simple
repetitive phrases, compliments, introductions, or farewells
(e.g., “Good morning, Ms. ___.”).
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BEGINNING LANGUAGE LEVEL
UNITS 1 AND 2
3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.

9.
10.

11.
12.

13.

Orally communicate basic needs (e.g., “I need to borrow a
pencil.”/“Do we have to ___?”). Ask questions or exchange
information with peers.
Respond with appropriate short phrases or sentences in a
variety of social and academic settings (e.g., answer simple
questions).
Repeat, restate, retell, paraphrase, or respond to oral
instructions or assignments or stories or information (e.g.,
visually supported information on ads, cartoons, signs, or
posters) from social and academic settings using single words
and phrases.
Retell predictable and familiar stories using single words,
phrases, and sentences.
Ask and answer simple questions (including WH-questions)
related to immediate context (e.g., simple written texts) with
single words, simple sentences, or phrases (e.g., yes/no,
either/or, personal information).
Ask questions to obtain and clarify information and make
comments and observations that reflect understanding and
application of content, processes, and experiences using single
words and phrases.
Use both social and academic learned vocabulary in context.
State basic personal information and preferences (e.g., for types
of music, games, TV programs, movies, magazines, stories,
authors, or recreational activities).
Make simple presentations in small groups using single words
and phrases and visual support.
Speak for various occasions, audiences, and purposes,
including conversations, discussions, and projects, and for
informational, persuasive, or technical presentations.
Prepare and deliver short oral presentations; use details,
illustrations, analogies, and visual aids to make oral
presentations that inform, persuade, or entertain.

14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

Understand and use volume, stress, pacing, enunciation, eye
contact, and gestures that meet the needs of the audience and
topic.
Orally identify types of media by name (e.g., magazine,
documentary film, news report).
Orally identify main ideas and some details of familiar literature
and informational materials/public documents/text (e.g.,
newspaper, brochures) using key words or phrases.
Orally respond to simple literary texts by answering factual
comprehension questions using one- or two-word responses;
orally identify the beginning, middle, and end of a simple
literary text.
Orally identify different characters and settings in simple
literary texts using words or phrases; read and orally identify
the speaker or narrator in a simple selection.
Role play a character from a familiar piece of literature using
words and phrases, or simple sentences.
Use pictures, lists, charts, and tables to orally identify the
characteristics of three different forms of literature: fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.
Recite simple poems.

READING
1.
Apply reading skills from their first language to recognize and
comprehend various text structures and print conventions from
multiple sources.
2.
Understand that there are patterns and rules in semantic
structure, symbols, sounds, and meanings conveyed through
the English language; demonstrate knowledge of sound-symbol
relationship in context and in own reading and writing.
3.
Recognize, decode, and pronounce while reading aloud high
frequency sight words, most English phonemes, and most
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BEGINNING LANGUAGE LEVEL
UNITS 1 AND 2

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.
9.
10.

11.
12.

common English morphemes in phrases and simple sentences
(e.g., basic syllabication rules, phonics, regular and irregular
plurals).
Read aloud simple words presented in literature and content
areas; demonstrate comprehension by using one or two words
or simple sentence responses.
Create a simple dictionary of frequently used words and use an
English dictionary to derive meaning of simple known
vocabulary.
Recognize simple affixes (educate, education), prefixes
(dislike), synonyms (big/large), and antonyms (hot, cold).
Recognize and interpret information and identify facts from
pictures, words, phrases, or sentences supported by visuals
(e.g., illustrations, academic content sources such as graphs,
maps, graphic organizers, diagrams) associated with various
genres.
Use graphic organizers for various purposes, including to
compare/contrast information between texts.
Follow one-step or multi-step written directions in context
(classroom or work-related activities), schedules, or calendars.
Select and use pre-reading strategies that are appropriate to the
text (such as discussion, making predictions, brainstorming,
generating questions, and previewing visually supported text to
glean basic facts and to connect information from visually
supported text to self) to anticipate content, purpose, and
organization of a reading selection.
Point out text features such as title, table of contents, and
chapter headings.
Identify, select, and use beginning reading strategies (e.g.,
illustrations, graphic organizers, text features, pacing, word
attack skills, picture/bilingual dictionaries/resource materials) to
make text comprehensible and meaningful (e.g., understand

13.
14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

19.

20.
21.
22.

words and text) and to make and confirm inferences from what
is read, including interpreting diagrams, graphs, and statistical
illustrations.
Read and orally respond to simple text by answering factual
comprehension questions using key words or phrases.
Recognize categories of common informational materials (e.g.,
newspapers, brochures); recognize a few specific facts in
familiar expository texts such as consumer, workplace
documents, and content area texts.
Use pictures, lists, charts, and tables to identify the vocabulary,
syntax, grammar, and factual components of compare and
contrast patterns in informational materials (e.g., newspapers,
magazines, speeches, debates, manuals, and contracts).
Use pictures, lists, charts, and tables to identify the sequences
of events from simple literary texts.
Refine vocabulary for interpersonal, academic, and workplace
situations, including figurative, idiomatic, and technical
meanings.
Apply a variety of response strategies, including rereading,
note-taking, summarizing, outlining, writing a formal report,
and relating what is read to experiences and feelings.
Determine the main idea and identify relevant details, methods
of development, and their effectiveness in a variety of types of
written material, and sequence of events from modified/visually
supported texts based upon purpose for reading, using
nonverbal or one- or two-word phrases.
Determine the author’s purpose and point of view and their
effects on the text.
Describe and evaluate personal preferences regarding fiction
and nonfiction.
Demonstrate awareness that language and literature are primary
means by which culture is transmitted.
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BEGINNING LANGUAGE LEVEL
UNITS 1 AND 2
23.

24.
25.

Demonstrate an awareness of the difference between the use of
English in formal and informal settings. (e.g., cloze activity—
replacing a popular expression with a formal equivalent); and
understand that language changes over time.
Recognize the difference between first and third person using
phrases or simple sentences.
Search topics on the Internet or in libraries; classify topics
identified through hypermedia or multiple sources.

WRITING
1.
Write basic personal information.
2.
Label objects and illustrations presented in content area lessons
and organize and record expository information on pictures,
lists, charts, and tables for literature and content areas.
3.
Write simple sentences and phrases using a model or with
some assistance.
4.
Write about personal and group experiences using illustrations,
words, and phrases.
5.
Use key words presented and emphasized in content (e.g.,
literature, mathematics, and science area lessons).
6.
Identify basic vocabulary, mechanics, and structures in a piece
of writing.
7.
Record and organize content area information using graphic
organizers.
8.
Write text, notes, outlines, comments, and observations that
demonstrate comprehension.
9.
Select and use appropriate pre-writing strategies such as
brainstorming, graphic organizers, and outlines.
10. Use the writing process to write simple compositions such as
descriptions and compare/contrast that have a main idea and
some detail or a short personal narrative using simple

11.

12.

13.
14.

sentences with a few standard grammatical forms and setting
and some details.
Plan, draft, revise writing (using outlines, class and research
notes, webs, maps, and time lines), and produce final
documents that are focused, purposeful, and reflect insight into
the writing situation; reflect attention to English conventions,
including mechanics, usage, punctuation, capitalization,
sentence formation, and spelling; spell frequently used words
and some sight words correctly in the context of writing; and
format basic written work appropriately, e.g., margins, dates,
and indenting.
Use literary devices and techniques in the comprehension and
creation of written, oral, and visual communications (e.g.,
simple song with a metaphor, personification, ellipsis, etc.).
Distinguish between emotion and logical argument.
Complete basic business forms such as job applications by
providing basic personal information (e.g., name, age, address,
telephone number, and education) with assistance.
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EARLY INTERMEDIATE LANGUAGE LEVEL
UNITS 3 AND 4
LISTENING

SPEAKING

1.

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Match resources (e.g., calculator) with subject matter (e.g.,
mathematics) based on pictures and oral statements.
Respond nonverbally to one-step and multiple-step classroom
instructions.
Follow conversations (e.g., telephone) and respond to oral
announcements.
Listen attentively to stories and information.
Follow familiar processes.
Select or sort sources of information or items based on oral
descriptions and visual support.
Follow oral directions associated with learning strategies
represented visually (e.g., using graphics to organize
information).
Differentiate opinions from facts related to information
presented visually or read orally.
Role play or identify examples of etiquette and manners
associated with activities based on illustrations and oral
descriptions.
Identify problem-solving methods, supplies, or tools from oral
descriptions and visual support.
Visualize, draw, or construct figures described orally.
Replicate experiments based on oral directions.
Locate resources or products on maps or graphs based on oral
descriptions.
Locate regions or countries on a map based on oral
descriptions.
Comprehend simple statements and questions related to social
and academic topics.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Begin to be understood when speaking; may have some
inconsistent use of standard English grammatical forms and
sounds.
Demonstrate appropriate intonation used to ask questions and
voice emphasis used to say exclamations.
Ask and answer questions using phrases or simple sentences.
Restate in simple sentences the main ideas of oral presentations
in subject matter and content areas.
Orally communicate basic needs (e.g., “I need paper and a
pencil.”).
Prepare and deliver short oral presentations; use details,
illustrations, analogies, and visual aids to make oral
presentations that inform, persuade, or entertain.
Share and request information.
Engage listener’s attention verbally or nonverbally.
Express personal needs, feelings, and ideas.
Explore alternative ways of saying things.
Participate in class, group, and pair discussions.
Paraphrase or retell oral instructions, assignments, or stories;
orally describe a sequence of events.
Answer a range of questions that express personal preferences.
Ask questions or exchange information with peers.
Describe preferred movies, magazines, stories, or authors.
Describe pictures related to biographies or human interest
stories.
Restate or paraphrase visually supported information from
newspapers, magazines, or brochures.
Sequence steps in problem solving or starting something new.
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EARLY INTERMEDIATE LANGUAGE LEVEL
UNITS 3 AND 4
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Describe events or discoveries.
Describe differences over time based on information from
charts or graphs.
Brainstorm ideas based on illustrations of issues that affect
everyday life.
Orally identify features or characteristics of major events or
people in U.S. or world history depicted in illustrations.
Orally identify characteristics of major historical, cultural, or
economic themes depicted in illustrations.
Describe orally historical, governmental, or social figures or
events based on visuals.
Restate or orally describe current or past events.

READING
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

Produce most English phonemes comprehensibly while reading
aloud one’s own writing, simple sentences, or simple texts.
Use common English morphemes in oral and silent reading.
Recognize obvious cognates in phrases, simple sentences,
literature, and content area texts.
Use knowledge of literature and content areas to understand
unknown words.
Use knowledge of affixes or root words to determine meaning
in context.
Recognize simple idioms, analogies, and figures of speech in
literature and subject matter texts.
Read simple paragraphs and passages independently.
Recognize that some words have multiple meanings and apply
this knowledge to texts.
Demonstrate internalization of English grammar, usage, and
word choice by recognizing and correcting some errors when
speaking or reading aloud.

17.

18.

19.
20.
21.

22.
23.

Read aloud with appropriate pacing, intonation, and expression
one’s own writing of narrative and expository texts.
Use a standard dictionary to find the meaning of unknown
vocabulary.
Use appropriate connectors (e.g., first, then) to sequence
written text.
Read and orally respond to simple literary texts (e.g., comedy,
tragedy) and texts in content areas by using simple sentences
to answer factual comprehension questions and critical thinking
questions.
Identify and follow multiple-step directions for using simple
mechanical devices and filling out basic forms.
Identify and orally explain categories of familiar informational
materials by using simple sentences.
Orally identify the features of simple excerpts of public
documents by using key words or phrases.
Read text and orally identify the main ideas and details of
informational materials, literary text, and text in content areas
by using simple sentences.
Read and orally identify a few specific facts in simple
expository text such as consumer and workplace documents
and content area text.
Read and orally identify examples of fact and opinion and
cause and effect in written texts by using simple sentences.
In simple sentences orally identify the structure and format of
workplace documents (e.g., format, graphics, and headers).
Read a consumer workplace document and present a brief oral
report demonstrating three or four simple steps necessary to
achieve a specific goal or obtain a product.
Read a selection and orally identify the speaker or narrator.
Identify the difference in points of view between first person
and third person by using simple sentences.
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EARLY INTERMEDIATE LANGUAGE LEVEL
UNITS 3 AND 4
24.
25.
26.

27.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

Identify orally the theme, plot, setting, and characters of a
literary selection by using simple sentences.
Distinguish orally the characteristics of different forms of fiction
and poetry by using simple sentences.
Distinguish the characteristics of different forms of dramatic
literature (e.g., comedy and tragedy) by using simple sentences,
pictures, lists, charts, and tables.
Describe orally in simple sentences a character in a brief
literary text by identifying the thoughts and actions of the
character.
Describe briefly in simple sentences a character according to
what he or she does in a familiar narration, dialogue, or drama.
Use expanded vocabulary and some descriptive words in oral
responses to familiar literature.
Connect facts or information on socially related topics to
examples.
Connect information from visually supported text to self.
Predict outcomes from visually supported text.
Identify ideas related to author’s purpose.
Locate key facts in graphics and texts.
Use graphic organizers to compare/contrast information.
Follow listed instructions that involve hands-on actions.
Collect and organize graphically displayed data from
newspapers or magazines.
Match pictures and phrases descriptive of systems or processes
with vocabulary.
Respond to WH-questions based on graphic organizers and
pictures.
Identify features of significant periods in history from written
statements and time lines.

41.

Compare data from text and charts.

WRITING
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

8.

9.
10.
11.
12.

Write simple sentences of brief responses to selected literature
to show factual understanding of the text.
Write simple sentences to respond to selected literature and
connect one’s own experience to specific parts of the text.
Use common verbs, nouns, and high frequency modifiers in
writing simple sentences.
Create a draft of a paragraph by following an outline.
Use simple sentences to create a draft of a short essay that
follows an outline.
Write an increasing number of words and simple sentences
appropriate for language arts and other content areas (e.g.,
math, science, history–social science).
Write expository compositions (e.g., descriptions, comparison
and contrast, and problem and solution) that include a main
idea and some details in simple sentences.
Collect information from various sources (e.g., dictionary,
library books, research materials) and take notes on a given
topic.
Proceed through the writing process to write short paragraphs
that contain supporting details about a given topic.
Complete simple informational documents related to career
development (e.g., bank forms and job applications).
Edit writing for basic conventions (e.g., punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling).
Revise writing, with teacher’s assistance, to clarify meaning and
improve the mechanics and organization.
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EARLY INTERMEDIATE LANGUAGE LEVEL
UNITS 3 AND 4
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Use clauses, phrases, and mechanics of writing with consistent
variations in grammatical forms.
Respond to and initiate e-mails, messages, postcards, or notes
to friends.
Use spell checker and dictionaries.
Produce notes and construct charts to convey information.
Express opinions or reactions to current events or issues.
Extract key phrases or sentences from written texts.
Use graphic organizers to plan writing, convey information,
describe functions (e.g., of governments), and compare features
(e.g., of historical periods).
List key phrases or sentences from discussions.
Produce tables, charts, or graphs from authentic data sources.
Make generalizations related to data presented in graphs,
tables, or charts depicting practical situations.
Label diagrams.
Outline the contributions of significant individuals.
Plot and describe results of surveys.
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