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Book 6: People in the Young Republic (1800-1900)
Chapter 1: The American Indians

Explore More—Causes and
Effects of Historical Events

Directions: Listen to your teacher talk about how the Cherokee
Indians were forced off their land.  Think about the many causes and
effects of this historical event.  Circle any words you don’t
understand.  Underline or highlight important ideas in the text.  Write
notes in the margins to help you understand key points.  Then answer
the questions in your own words.

What caused the problem over land?
After the War for Independence, more and more settlers moved to
American Indian land.  The United States government began to make
treaties with the Indians.  The treaties set up boundaries between the
Indians and the settlers.  For a time it appeared that the Cherokee
and other Indians in the Southeast would be able to keep their land.
However, the settlers wanted the Indians’ good farmland.  And then
gold was discovered on Cherokee land in Georgia.

What did the Indians do?
The Cherokee wanted to stay on their land.  They wanted to have
their own nation within the state of Georgia.  Many of the Cherokee
thought that if they became more like the settlers, they would be able
to keep their land.  They began to give up hunting as a way of life.
They planted orchards, built mills, and had slaves, like the settlers.

What did the United States government do?
President Andrew Jackson worked to pass a law that would force
Indians to leave their lands east of the Mississippi River.  Then in
1830, Congress passed the Indian Removal Bill.  This bill allowed the
government to exchange land with the Indians and move them to land
in Indian Territory, which later became the state of Oklahoma.  The
Indians signed treaty after treaty with the United States.  With each
treaty, the Indians gave up more land.

Continued on next page
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What were the Cherokee codes?
Georgia passed a group of laws called the Cherokee codes.  These
codes said the Cherokee could not have their own laws and their
government could not meet in the state of Georgia.  Indians could not
testify against settlers in court.  And Cherokee were not allowed to
dig for gold.  The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the Cherokee codes
were unconstitutional.  However, President Jackson and the governor
of Georgia refused to enforce this ruling.

Did the Cherokee change their plan?
The Cherokee didn’t always agree about the best way to keep their
land.  In 1832, the Cherokee met at their October Council to discuss
their problems with the U.S. government.  Some thought they should
sign the most recent treaty.  This treaty said the Cherokee would be
paid for their land and given land west of the Mississippi River.
Others were against the treaty.  They thought the Cherokee should
stay on their land and fight for it.  These internal disagreements
sometimes made things more difficult for the Indians.

What were the effects of the Indians losing their land?
Almost every tribe had its own “Trail of Tears.”  The U.S. government
ordered soldiers to force the Indians off their land.  In most cases, the
Indians did not have time to get ready for the trip.  Settlers came and
took their homes as they left.  Most Indians lost everything except the
clothes they were wearing.

By 1890, most American Indians lived on reservations—public land
set aside for special use.  The Indians’ way of life was changed
forever.  They were uprooted from their homes.  Many died from
diseases and war.

This event also had an effect on the white settlers who took over
Indian land.  Their lives changed as well, although in most cases their
lives changed for the better.  They moved to better farmland, which
enabled them to grow more crops and make more money.

Continued on next page
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Why is it important to examine both the causes and effects of
historical events?
Historical events do not take place in isolation.  There are generally
many circumstances that cause an event to happen, and many
consequences that result from the event.  By looking at the multiple
causes and effects of historical events, we can better understand why
they happened.  In many cases, this will help us prevent the same
mistakes from happening again. �
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YOUR TURN!

1. What were the causes and effects of the Cherokee losing their
land?  Record your answers in the chart.

Causes Effects

2. Think of another historical event you have learned about in
Explore America.  Record at least three causes and three effects
of this event and record them in the chart below.

Event: _________________________________________________

Causes Effects



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


